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Policy Number: 556.0 Effective Date: 9/2014 
 
 
556.0 Operation of City Vehicles/Equipment or Leased Vehicles/Equipment 
 
Employees of this Department shall operate City vehicles/equipment or leased vehicles/equipment authorized by the 
Chief of Police or designee in a lawful and proper manner at all times with due regard for the safety of all persons 
and with due regard for maintaining the proper condition of the vehicle/equipment itself.  All drivers AND front seat 
passengers occupying any City vehicle/equipment or leased vehicles/equipment shall wear properly fastened 
restraint devices.  Any exception shall be documented in a report. 
 
Revised 9/01; Revised 8/14 
 
556.05 Transportation and Restraint of Children 
 
Every driver when transporting a child under six years of age in a motor vehicle operated on the roadways, streets, 
or highways within the corporate limits of this City shall provide for the protection of said child by properly using a 

system that meets the federal standards for crash-tested restraint systems as set by the United States Department of 
Transportation. 
 
Children at least six years of age and less than 13 years of age shall be protected by the use of a child passenger 
restraint system or a properly secured seat belt. 
 
Any exception shall be documented in a report. 
 
Adopted 9/01; Revised 10/08 
 
556.10 Pursuits Involving Police Vehicles 
 
A pursuit is an active attempt by an officer in an authorized emergency vehicle to perform a vehicle stop, and the 
operator of the suspect vehicle indicates by his/her action, an intent to elude or evade apprehension.  The officer 
must reasonably believe that the suspect(s) knows he/she was directed to stop, refused to stop, and was willfully 
fleeing in an attempt to avoid capture by using high speed driving or other evasive tactics.   
 
Effort should be made to avoid pursuits due to the extreme danger present in such activity.  Officers shall consider 
the risk to the public (and themselves) in any pursuit. 
 
Officers of the department must balance the need for immediate apprehension of the suspect with the need to protect 
the public from the danger caused by the pursuit. All officers are reminded that their basic responsibility is to protect 
the public. When the danger of a pursuit exceeds the value of an immediate apprehension, public safety shall be 
paramount and require alternative methods of apprehension. 
 
Revised 9/01; Revised 9/06 
 
556.20 Security of City Vehicles/Equipment or Leased Vehicles/Equipment 
 
Employees shall lock and remove keys from any City vehicles/equipment or leased vehicles/equipment when left 
unattended, except in emergency situations.  Personal vehicles containing Department equipment shall likewise be 
secured. 
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